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The Amara Freedom Charter

May 2023

The Amara Freedom Charter (AFC) distills the nature of the existential threat and historic opportunities facing the Amara of
Ethiopia today. It articulates the collective political identity, fundamental interests, enduring challenges, and strategic choices
facing such an illustrious but beleaguered people. This manifesto promotes a shared understanding to facilitate collective action.
As a historically informed, forward-looking, and defiantly inspiring articulation of the new Amara political consciousness, the
AFC isintended to support Amara-focused organizations in crafting coordinated and practicable action plans. This is critical for
defending the Amara from the recently declared war against them as a people by the Oromuma/Woyane alliance, and , as
importantly, build a free society.

The five takeaways from the Charter are as follows: (i) the Amara are a post-tribal, civilizational, people who uphold the rule of
law under a strong a multinational State which explains why they as a collective are having such a hard time organizing
ethnocentrically; (ii) the Amara are the anchor people of Ethiopian nationalism and the flagbearers of the Ethiopian State. This
would explainwhy they still stand for a united and democratic Ethiopian State and embrace the imperatives of Amara nationalism
and Ethiopian nationalism alike; (iii) the Amara, as a defiantly proud people, have been targeted for relentless exclusion, ethnic
cleansing, and even genocide by anti-Ethiopian forces at home and abroad since the Italian Occupation; (iv) the Amara stand with
all who seck to build an inclusive, citizen-based, democratic constitutional order; and (v) Amara-focused organizations and
movements need a manifesto that articulates a self-narrative of shared identity along with a clear vision of the destiny of the
Amaraas a people. This Charter will, therefore, inspire and facilitate the forging of roadmaps and actionable programs of advocacy
and material support for building formidable deterrence to save our people first and then contribute to the building of a democratic
and prosperous Ethiopia for all.

1. The Amara in the Context of Ethiopia Today

Ethiopia is a multiethnic and multi-faith society with about 80 ethnolinguistic groups and three major religious
traditions—Orthodox Christianity, Sunni Islam, and Indigenous. Two widely intermixed and comparably sized
linguistic/identity groups, the Amara and Oromo, comprise two-thirds of the Ethiopian population. Three-
quarters of the Amara ethnicity reside in the so-called Amhara Regional State. More notably, they constitute
over half of the urban population in the country. Muslims, concentrated in the Wollo region, account for about
15 percent of the Amara population.

The Amara, whose origins are traceable to the "Amhara" districts of today's southwestern Wollo, are among
the most pedigreed of Ethiopians:

e They share genealogy with many other groups, including Gurage, Agew, Tigre, Afar, Argobba, and
the Oromo.

e They are masters of syncretic blending of the native and the alien—fusing elements of African culture
with Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; and extending the reach of Geez by nurturing a hybrid
national lingua franca that is Amharic.

e They excel in accommodating and acculturating newcomers to create a  civilization out of the
cultural mosaic that gave birth to modern Ethiopia.

e They are averse to exclusivist and divisive politics based on ethnicity or religion while embracing the
rights to equality and democratic rule.
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As a civilizational people and the flagbearer of the modern Ethiopian state, Amara of all faiths and regions
profess the following points:

e Amara's core values include trust in God, respect for all humanity, hard work, humility, inclusion, and
pride in our cultural identity as Amara and political identity as Ethiopians.

e The modern Amara vision is to create a democratic government with prosperity and freedom for all
citizens, regardless of ethnicity, place of birth, or religion.

The mission that animates and informs the objectives and goals of all Amara-focused civic and political
organizations embraces and modernizes the best of our traditions, including a remarkable work ethic that
helped develop much of Ethiopia, self-reliance, social solidarity, active engagement in public affairs,
accountability of leaders, commitment to the rule of law, and espousal of diversity.

Ethiopia sadly missed the industrial revolution and barely survived the onslaught of European colonialism.
This means its subsistence agrarian economy could not support the completion of a robust state and nation-
building. The bitter harvest is a polarizing identity-based political mobilization after 1990. The Amara, it turns
out, had become the scapegoated victims.

The Amara are standard-bearers of a world-class cultural identity, which, as an amalgam of the Fthiopian
mosaic, is today associated globally with Fthiopiawinnet, a sovereign Fthiopia. As a post-tribal cultural
group with various genealogies, the Amara have served as the Ethiopian state's flagbearer since the thirteenth
century. In being so, this national community has given the country the most cherished icons of inclusivist
political identity comprising distinctive forms of Abrahamic religions, dress, cuisine, music, family relations,
art, literature, and a lingua franca (Amharic) that is spoken or understood by over 80 percent of Ethiopians.
These hallmarks of state and nation-building, albeit too slowly, paved the way toward meritocratic and
equitable access to education, civil and military services, business, and justice.

2. The Amara Today

Thanks to a polarizing identity-based political mobilization championed over the last four decades by
secessionists and other ethnocentric groups, the Amara as a people have been targeted for collective
punishment. This relentless persecution has belatedly rattled the Amara society ever since the enshrining of a
hyper-ethnicized Constitution in 1995, especially after the Oromo political elite has made it clear that it will
follow in the footsteps of the Tigrean political elite in capturing the state and marginalizing the Amara. This
state of affairs has inevitably aroused the latent historical angst of Ahmed Gragn's devastating jihad of the
sixteenth century, in the aftermath of which the Oromo opportunistically usurped much of the ancestral lands
of the Amara, renaming places and forcibly assimilating people.

The alien ideology of revolutionary democracy in vogue today denigrates Ethiopia’s historical identity as
uniformly oppressive and offers an alternative of ethnocratic self-determination safeguarded by a kleptocratic
vanguard Party. This polarizing political order is neither democratic nor revolutionary. The rise of this
adventurist radicalism and the we-versus-them ethnocentrism that anchors it have regrettably targeted the
Amara as the collective “other.” Worse still, the inflammatory rhetoric from the top down depicts the Amara
as an "oppressor group" deserving of collective punishment even at the risk of destabilizing the country and
rendering the ruling cabal a genocidal pariah in the international community. Identarian politics is
deconstructing the national fabric and must therefore be eradicated to pave the way for a genuinely
democratizing Ethiopia.
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In the name of ‘land to the tiller, the Amara lost their age-old rist rights to land to become (like the rest of their
compatriots) tenants of the state and have since become the prime target of relentless political and ethnic
violence, including widespread internal displacements and genocidal massacres targeting the Amara.
Furthermore, they have been subjected to ethnic cleansing from cities and districts they founded and lived for
generations; demonized in party manifestos and the state and para-state media; their historic provinces have
been either annexed or marginalized by design in the allocation of public investment; willfully undercounted
in the national censuses; and discriminated in public employment, education, and justice.

The culmination of this avoidable assault is the repeated invasions and wanton destruction of half of the zones
of the Amhara Regional State (with well over 15 million citizens) over the past two years. This adventurism
by the paramilitaries of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF)
has produced nothing but inexplicably mindless carnage and pillage. Bafflingly, this coordinated mix of state
and nonstate regional actors has been complemented by the joint operation of the Federal forces and the
Oromia regional state militia to disarm Amara citizen militia, with a posture of nothing but self-defense. On
the heels of the abandonment of Wollo and northeast Gondar to the TPLF looting and marauding army in the
name of “strategic retreat,” this so-called “law enforcement operations” is no less than a de facto declaration of
war on the Amara.

In the face of this relentless and overlapping state-sponsored atrocity crimes, terrorism, and crime against
humanity over the past half-century, the Amara have shown remarkable patience and enduring loyalty to the
Ethiopian state. This recognition lag is no longer excusable on the grounds of humanity, free citizenship, or
political fairness. Furthermore, other Ethiopians have regrettably been too reticent, out of malice or fear, to
denounce such outrages against tens of millions of Amara citizens of Ethiopia at the cost of endangering their
own freedom. The Amara understandably lacked a political tradition of acting as Amara, rather than as
FEthiopians, to take a united stand against treasonous domestic enemies.

The fierce urgency of now in organizing (and more organizing) is self-evident today since all the other major
ethnic groups in Ethiopia have established numerous political parties to represent them and armed ethnic
militia to press their sectarian interests in the event of an unmanageable civil war. The Amara has, until very
recently, been oblivious to the domestic danger facing them as well as Ethiopian unity to muster the foresight
and courage to exercise their right and obligation to organize in self-defense. In this toxic and alarming
environment, responding with unilateral disarmament and weak representative political organizations,
succumbing to paralyzing fear, or praying for better days is nothing but shortsighted, cowardly, and even
suicidal.

Despite boasting an elite that is arguably the best-educated and the most prosperous (but ironically the
most insecure) in the country, the Amara peasantry remains arguably the poorest in the country. As
systematic exclusion is progressively morphing into a palpable mortal threat to their very existence as a people
and Ethiopia as we have known it, a determined Amara-centric movement has recently emerged. It is fast
becoming a formidable force of civil disobedience and multifaceted political activism whose promise is to save
the Amara and all Ethiopians from its implacable enemies—domestic and foreign. This civic disobedience and
multifaceted resistance, nonetheless, need to be guided by a principled, inspiring, and coherent vision that
informs sound strategies of action.

3. The Strategic Imperative
Among the hallmarks of a capable and accountable government are monopoly over large-scale violence and
respect for the rule of law that is binding on both the strong and the weak. What has become evident over the

past few years in Ethiopia is that regional states have exceeded their authority, with the consent of the ruling
party, to go beyond establishing police forces to arm hundreds of thousands of ethnic militia and special forces.
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These forces have accumulated enough firepower to effectively challenge the national defense forces (as in
Tigray), engage in large-scale ethnic cleansing (as in Oromia and Beni-Shangul Gumuz), or invade neighboring
regional states over land disputes or consolidate state power (as in Oromia). The latest and most disturbing
manifestation is the extra-legal invasion of the Amhara Regional State by expansionist forces currently
underway. The joint federal and Oromia, as well as the Tigrean forces, are engaged in a coordinated strategy to
incorporate bordering Amara districts and disarm the self-defense citizen-militia (Fanno) in the vainglorious
hope of enfeebling the Amara as a political contender.

Selectively disarming the Amara in such an incendiary climate, when other ethnic groups are well-armed, is
the surest route to second citizenship and devastating civil war. All signs indicate that the demise of the TPLF-
led EPRDF and its replacement by the Oromo-led Prosperity Party will do nothing but deepen the hold of the
polarizing ethnocratic political order. National elections that are designed to crown a new group of
supremacist ethnocrats will surely trigger pre-and post-election political violence, genocide, and national
disintegration. It turns out that this is exactly what happened, especially since November 2020.

It suffices to note here that, even within the flawed Constitution's framework, the citizens of Addis Ababa,
Dire Dawa, and the Amhara Regional State have not been allowed to elect their leaders freely. Furthermore,
the constitutions of the various regional states (most notably, Tigray, Oromia, Beni-Shangul Gumuz, and
Harrari) have blatantly disenfranchised and excluded Ethiopianist groups—most notably, the Amara, the
Gurage, Wollega, and other parts of Oromia, and the Gamo. Cities (such as Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, Nazret,
Harrer, Assela, and Awasa) have persistently witnessed state and nonstate political terrorism. Ethnically
motivated violence in rural regions (such as Wolkait, Tegede, Derra, Metekel, Raya, Kemisse, and Gambella)
are prime examples of genocide. A notable implication of this reality is that Amara-focused organizations must
work hard to build a national coalition of all like-minded organizations that promote Amara wellbeing and
enduring Ethiopian unity under a democratic order.

The fundamental human, civil, political, and economic rights of the Amara cannot possibly be respected
without an overhaul of the exclusionary institutions of identity politics, including the current odious
Constitution, which was drafted without the participation of the Amara. Electoral politics in a polarized
setting where the state has been fully captured by anti-Ethiopian and predatory political groupings cannot
bring lasting peace, justice, or prosperity. This is why all Amara and other democratic organizations must
demand an inclusionary "negotiated settlement’ of the foundational issues that will finally give birth to a
genuinely democratic and prosperous Ethiopia.

We are not being belatedly ethnicist when we assert that the surest way to save Ethiopia is to protect
the Amara. The practical implications of the preceding analysis are stark: the strategic posture for Amara
rights-oriented organizations in a toxic climate of low-intensity civil war is to insist on nothing less than an
all-stakeholder transitional arrangement—a negotiated settlement being the norm for all post-conflict
societies. The challenge for Amara organizations today is how best to facilitate the much-needed birth of a
legitimate political leadership which can table a bold roadmap and political agenda for an equitable political
settlement.

The organizational imperatives of mounting an effective deterrence for such a large community under siege
must then include:

e Establishing civic and professional organizations under a shared vision and a uniting umbrella to
defend and advance Amara's security, political, and economic interests;

e  Establishing political movements and political organizations that are accountable to the people rather
than to the urban-based and un-anchored politico-economic class; and
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e  Adhering to the time-honored and exemplary heritage of the Amara people to mount a united front
against all forces that pose an existential threat to the Amara and Ethiopia.

To restore the political representation of the Amara and all other Ethiopianists, an inclusive political
settlement must be negotiated. An authentic and authoritative interim parliament must be established,
consisting of elected and selected representatives from all woreda-level communities that could reasonably
oversee a caretaker government. The transitional parliament will then have the mandate to supervise the
dismantling of all control networks imposed by political ethnicism, establish commissions on peace and
reconciliation as well as reclamation of stolen public assets, the professionalization of the civil and security
services under a caretaker government, geographic re-demarcation of administrative regions, and the drafting
of a truly democratic constitution that fits Ethiopian realities.

4. The Tactical Imperative

In the meantime, all Amara interest groups, and other Ethiopians of good will must insist on:

e All land must be in private ownership.

e  The right to bear arms and defend oneself must be respected, especially given the partisan record of
the Federal Government in abandoning Amara and other groups to hostile ethnic special forces and
militia based in Tigray, Oromia, and Beni-Shangul-Gumuz regional states.

o The right to select one’s political representatives and government administrators.

The right to self-governance by the chartered cities of Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa.

e Respect for the wishes of the truly native people in the forcibly annexed regions of Wolkait-Humera,
Raya, Metekel, and Derra.

e Respect for the internationally recognized rights of the Amara regardless of where they reside in the
country.

e The release of an equitable share of the Federal budget to all the regions wherever the Amara reside.

e The right of the Amara to forge strategic alliances of mutual benefit with the Afar, Gurage, and other
Ethiopians as well as neighboring countries.

5. The Endgame: Amara Freedom from Dictatorship, Marginalization, and Abject Poverty

The immediate challenge is to defend Amara citizens throughout Ethiopia from the unprovoked, genocidal,
and opportunistic attacks and dislocations. These coordinated attacks have now taken the form of an all-out
campaign against anything Amara by the matfia that had captured federal institutions. Eventually, it is only
after establishing a credible transitional administration to oversee the ratification of a new constitution that
free and fair elections can be conducted to end ethno-fascist dictatorship for good. As we strive to move from
being dreamers to makers of our destiny, we are inspired by the real possibility of richly deserved peace,
political and social freedom, and prosperity for all Ethiopians. For the sake of justice to the aspirations and
historic achievements of the Ethiopianist project, Amara movements must learn to run on two strong
legs—an Amara one and an Ethiopian one.

To achieve these noble goals, the Amara must recognize the fierce urgency of organizing itself effectively to

launch a united struggle for self-preservation and provide inspiring leadership to bring all Ethiopians of
goodwill back to the national fold of an internationally respected Ethiopia.

** To fight injustice, we must first expose it. Justice is earned, not given.
We intend to fight for our birthright to Life, Liberty, and Prosperity.**
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Issued: Washington, D.C., May 2023.

L0714 IADS PANAT | 07144 @TEFTE RACKRERIT 80T | Amara Freedom Charter 7813 hiz



